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The Interrupters tells the moving and
surprising stories of three Violence
Interrupters who try to protect their Chicago
communities from the violence they once
employed. Shot over the course of a year,
the film captures a period in Chicago
when it became a national symbol for

the violence in US cities. The film's main
subjects, " The Interrupters”, work for an
innovative organization, CeaseFire; they
have credibility on the streets because of
their own personal histories and intervene
in conflicts before they erupt into violence.

WHATTHE CRITIGS SAID

“The Interrupters is one of the great
movies of the Obama era, the best and
most painful so far” Boston Globe

“Superb... every member of the U.S.
House, the U.S. Senate, the White House
and the tea party, let alone anybody
simply interested in meeting some
complicated and remarkable Chicagoans,
should see the film" Chicago Tribune

“ For ordinary moviegoers in search of an
enthralling experience, that work and this
film are heroically life-affirming” T/IME
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WHO SAW IT

M
16K

41K
Al

20K

!
i
160K

1.9K
12K

FESTIVALS

in 15 countries
Premiere Sundance 2011

VIEWERS AT COMMUNITY SCREENINGS

in 44 out of 50 states (including over 100 in Chicago)
200 via Cinema Guild

100 via Youth PROMISE Act party screenings

Internationally screened in over 25 countries
including Mexico, Brazil, Columbia, South Africa,
South Korea, Iran, Montenegro and Australia.

ESTIMATED GINEMA AUDIENCE

Film shown in 105 cinemas in the US
Across 23 cities in the UK and 6 cities in Canada

TELEVISION VIEWERS

across 9 territories including PBS Frontline in USA
Sweden SVT — 175,000

United Kingdom— BBC4 — 245,000

Denmark— DRTV — 96,000

Norway — NRK — 49,000

France - Canal Plus France — 50, 000

VD
18,700 sold in the US
2,000 in the UK

AWARDS AND PRIZES

including 5 Best Documentary Awards

ONLINETRAILER
548,512 views

WEBSITE

102,450 unique visitors to www. Thelnterrupters.com

EMAIL LIST

Mainly organisations

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES
7250 Facebook Likes
5450 Twitter followers @Thelnterrupters
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THE GAMPAIGN

THE GAMPAIGNERS

Kartemaquin Films, the production outfit

behind The Interrupters, is a known Chicagoan
nonprofit of 40 years standing, which specialises
in independent media and engagement

with untold stories of social importance.
Kartemquin bolstered their internal team

with external hires of outreach and online
consultants in order to run the campaign
around The Interrupters and the associated
interactive project, InterruptViolence.com

CAMPAIGN AIMS

The filmmakers' aim was to use The Interrupters
as a tool to start a conversation around the
complexities and roots of violence, and for

the film to be seen by the
communities most affected
by these issues. The
filmmakers also believe
the film is an invaluable
tool in helping to redress
media driven perceptions
of innercity violence; its
causes and solutions,

often held by populations

with no personal experience of it.

The campaign wanted to address both
behavioural and policy issues including:

Urban violence

Conflict prevention & transformation

Anger management

The importance of mentors & programs aiding
youth

Rehabilitation & re-entry programs

Life transformation

Poverty (e.g. unemployment and under
resourced communities)

Racial disparities (e.g. lack of opportunities)
Culture of punishment over

prevention & early intervention

A larger goal was to work with local,

THE FILMMAKERS' AIM WAS
TO START A CONVERSATION
AROUND THE COMPLEXITIES
AND ROOTS OF VIOLENGE

state and federal government to
expand social services and other
agencies that promote and address
many of these social issues.

HOWTHE GAMPAIGN WORKED

The campaign was launched at the
Youth Media Summit in Chicago
in 2011, where nearly 100 Chicago




NOIVdINYY JHL

area high school students from different
neighbourhoods, races and communities
watched the film and met the filmmakers.
This gave young people an opportunity to

tell adults about their own experiences. The
most repeated phrase that day was “We need
to show The Interrupters in my school.”

This was a campaign that put huge focus on
community screenings as the film continued
past the theatrical stage. Violence prevention
organisations initially partnered with the

film for theatrical events were called upon

to lend context and advocacy to a wide
programme of community engagement events.

At nearly 50 different theatrical bookings held
from July 2011 to January 2012, local theatres
allowed local violence prevention groups to
talk directly to moviegoers at post-screening
Q&As. If there were difficulties coordinating a
panel with a violence prevention organisation,
the outreach team would even include a

city's police gang unit, as was the case with

a December 2011
VIOLENGE IS ASYMPTOMOF  screening in Dallas.
OTHERSYSTENS THATHAVE ~ ["eo= theatrice
BROKEN APART

Q&As put the energy
of a community
screening into
movie theatres as
local violence prevention groups were able
to speak to moviegoers and tell them how
they too could take action. Some of these
relationships created local partners in these
select cities to help roll out and publicise
the film, while the attention given to the

film brought headlines to under-publicised

violence prevention organisations.

S.0.S. (Save Our Streets) Crown Heights
was one such organisation, a community
based violence intervention effort in New
York which is modelled on Ceasefire.

The organisation attended the film's theatrical
premiere at the IFC Center in Manhattan and
has subsequently been part of dozens of New

York based events

coordnated by THEWOST REPEATED PARASE

e THAT DAY WAS “IWE NEED TO
SHOW THE INTERRUPTERS IN

MY SCHOOL”

was a SnagFilms
live online Snag
The Vote screening,
a local New York
City school screening or gathering a New
York perspective for InterruptViolence.
com, the S.0.S. Crown Heights team and
their local partners have been a large
part of delivering the film’s message.

Amy Ellenbogen, Project Director for S.O.S.
Crown Heights noted “Violence is a symptom
of other systems that have broken apart:

the education system, the policing system,
so it's really a whole circle of problems.”

The Interrupters has been shown at more than
400 community organised screenings around
the country where it's been used as a tool

to spur discussion about urban violence and
ways to combat it. A few examples include:

» Educators from middle school to university
level in cities including Chicago, Oakland
and Toronto have developed lesson plans
based around the film's themes and morals
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Showings in adult prisons such as
The Danville Correctional Center and
youth correction facilities such as
The Chicago Illinois Youth Center, where
the film is used as a rehabilitation tool

Colleges and medical schools from
Harvard Law to Northwestern Medical have
used the film to begin a conversation about
the deeply entrenched poverty in US cities

Church groups from Oakland
to Houston to Newark have used
the film in their communities

Diverse organisations have screened
the film at their national conferences,
including the International Society

for Traumatic Stress Studies, the
American Bar Association and the
American Civil Liberties Union

The American Film Showcase, an
international film series that “illustrates
diverse viewpoints, and reflects
contemporary American society and
culture” for overseas audiences, continued
to screen the film in 2013 with engagements
at US Embassies and other community
screenings in Moscow; Medellin, Columbia;
Bosnia & Herzegovina and Algeria

The film was also shown to around
50 health professionals during the
2012 Annual Meeting of the National
Association of County and City
Health Officials in Los Angeles

700 high school students attended a
summit in Columbus, Ohio where they
brainstormed solutions to violence in
their communities post-screening

The film has also been screened

to faith based organisations
including Jewish, Muslim and Christian
organisations and Quakers

Google’s Chicago HQ hosted a
screening for their employees and the
public. The event was promoted by Google
Places as a way for Chicago residents

to get to know what was going on locally
in their adjacent neighbourhoods

» The City of Milwaukee sponsored two
screenings through support from Harley-
Davidson Motor Company. Milwaukee Mayor
Tom Barrett attended one of the screenings
and explained, “Screening The /nterrupters
in Milwaukee has provided an opportunity
for some blunt discussions about violence,
the consequences of violence, and
violence prevention. It also shares some
very human messages about hope in
some seemingly hopeless situations”

» A free screening of The Interrupters
was sponsored by Philadelphia’s
Mayor, Michael Nutter, and the Mayor's
Commission on African American
Males. This screening brought together
a myriad of the city's organisations from
the Philadelphia CeaseFire to youth-
led dance troupe The Dollar Boyz

* The outreach team's partners at
CeaseFire coordinated a screening at
the United States Conference of
Mayors, an annual conference bringing
together hundreds of mayors from across
the United States. The screening and
discussion resulted in the conference
adopting a resolution that “affirm[ed]
its support for public health approaches
to violence prevention as pioneered
by the CeaseFire health approach”

These screenings were all supported by a
Community Resource Guide to help facilitate
discussion and lesson plans structured around
film clips aligned to curriculum standards
have been made available for schools

July 2013 saw a new phase of the campaign
launched with interruptviolence.com, a
transmedia community engagement campaign
comprising educational outreach tools aimed
at reducing the corrosive effects of violence

in American cities. The website allows users
to share their experiences of coping with
violence while finding resources, strategies,
and inspiration for positive change.
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ONLINETRENDS

On the evening February 14th 2012, The
Interrupters' US broadcast premiere, activity
levels on The Interrupters' Frontline page
were higher than of any film in the previous
year. The activity on the Frontline site was

so heavy that their site eventually crashed.
Two days following the broadcast premiere
approximately 125,000 had already visited the
Frontline page - home of additional content
and the on-line streaming version of the film.

KEYWORD MENTIONS ONLINE

JAN 1T JULl
SUNDANCGE COMMUNITY
PREMIERE SCREENINGS BEGIN

TWITTER

JULY 12
CHICAGO FUNDS

FRONTLINE CEASEFIRE

KEY

* “THE INTERRUPTERS” (TWITTER)



Jan 2011 @ o s s e oo SUNDANCE PREMIERE
July 2011 @e e e e e e NEWYORKTHEATRIGAL « » o «  « ¢ YOUTH MEDIA SUMMIT,
PREMIERE CHICAGO
COMMUNITY
SGREENINGS BEGIN
Feb2012 @e oo o PBS FRONTLINE BROADCAST
US DVD RELEASE
SELECTED FOR AMERICAN
FILM SHOWGASE
Spring 2012 @D © © © ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0606060606060 000000000000 0000000o0o0eo0eo0
JUly20120@e eeoceeoccoceccscccsccsccssccssccssccsccscsccce
Feb2013 @eeoeevcerceccoccoccoccns REACTTO FILM UNIVERSITY
SCREENING TOUR
July2013 @e e e e e eeoeeoccccscsccsoscscsccscsccscsccssccoccocse
PRODUCTION BUDGET CAMPAIGN BUDGET
; USD $902,000 USD $154,000
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CAMPAIGN IMPACT &
ACHIEVEMENTS

EDUGATION AND YOUTH

The film has become such an integral
message for the Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) and other community groups that
screenings and events happen daily without
the knowledge of The /nterrupters Outreach
Team. With the film readily available online
and for rent at Redbox kiosks, teachers
have been adapting their lesson plans and
showing the film in their classrooms.

Through conversations with teachers

and CPS faculty, of the 114,000 Chicago

high school students, estimates are that
anywhere between 25% and 50% of students
have seen The Interrupters throughout

the Chicago Public Schools system.

Innovative educational partnerships include a
Spring 2012 event where interrupter Ameena
Matthews gave the keynote address at
Chicago’s Carver Military Academy, following
a series of student created TedTalk-style
presentations focusing on the views of violence
in their communities. One student, Sevon
Bivens, who featured clips of The Interrupters
in his presentation, now does community

outreach in Altgeld Gardens, a neighborhood
featured in The Interrupters. Sevon aspires to
become a Chicago Public School Principal.

Christina O’Leary, the teacher who organized
the screening and TedX event, added,

| DON'T HAVE ANY HARD DATA, BUT OFF THE TOP OF MY
HEAD, THE CLASS OF STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED N
THETED EVENT AND THE SCREENING, WE HAVE HAD A
PRETTY CONSISTENT TREND OF STUDENTS BEING SAFE
IN AND OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL.

The Oakland (California) Unified School
District also saw a drop in student
homicides following a multi-school
Interrupters event in the Spring 2012,

New Tech high schools in Gary, Indiana
and Danville, Illinois have created civic
engagement projects where students take
to the streets to interview neighbours
about finding solutions to violence.

Schools 150 miles apart have collaborated
to see how students from different
neighbourhoods and cities are thinking
about the problems of violence.

The Interrupters has become a staple of
university screenings throughout North
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America. Starting with an August 2011
screening at the University of Miami through
May 2013, over 150 different universities

(on record) have screened the film.

In early February 2013, the outreach team
collaborated with React To Film to screen The
Interrupters at 25 universities from coast to
coast —from Princeton to Berkeley. React To
Film, an educational program in high schools
and universities that features social issue
documentaries linked to real world actions,
asked students to pledge to become a mentor
for high risk youth and also to contact their
local congressional representative in support
of the Youth PROMISE Act, a breakthrough
piece of legislation that will implement and
fund evidence based practices related to
juvenile justice and criminal gang activity.

The team also partnered with Peace Alliance,
a major supporter of the Youth PROMISE Act
campaign, on a youth screening program with
follow up asks. The collaboration between
React To Film and Peace Alliance was

initially introduced through The Interrupters
outreach team. The networking between

the outreach team and Peace Alliance has
resulted in a number of new relationships
with violence prevention organisations.

At a federal level, the Outreach Team
collaborated with Peace Alliance as
mentioned above to encourage audiences
to write to their local congressman after
screenings of the film to urge them to pass
the Youth PROMISE Act; a bipartisan piece
of legislation that earmarks funds for youth
oriented violence prevention programs.

The former Executive Director of Student

THE INTERRUPTERS WAS A GAME CHANGING
CONTRIBUTION TO THE URBAN PEACEBUILDING
MOVEMENT AND HAS ALREADY INSPIRED IMPORTANT
LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS. KARTEMQUIN'S COMMUNITY
OUTREACH WORK IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN A MAJOR
REASON FOR THE FILM'S SUCGESS

Peace Alliance, Aaron Voldman, said
in a letter to the Outreach Team:

To date there are 81 cosponsors in the
House and 2 cosponsors in the Senate
to the Youth PROMISE Act.

In response to seeing The Interrupters in
September 2012, Chicago Bull's star Joakim
Noah partnered with Chicago’s St. Sabina’s
Church, Cobe Williams and his NBA colleagues
to create The Peace Basketball Tournament,

an event aimed at mentoring gang affiliated
youth. Noah has expanded the work through his
foundation, The Noah's Arc Foundation, inviting
troubled youth to spend time with him and the
Interrupters at Bulls games and other functions.

BUILDING CAPACITY

The Chicago Sun-Times noted Mayor Emanuel’s
screening of The Interrupters (he hosted a private
discussion with public health and city officials
in February 2012) as key in making him aware
of the program’s potential impact on quelling
homicides in Chicago. In Summer 2012, his
office began funding CeaseFire, committing $1
million to the project through 2013. Although

at the time of writing the decision has been
made not to renew this contract for 2014.
Sun-Times reporter Frank Main noted: “The
Interrupters...caught Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
attention. Worried about the city’s rising tide

of bloodshed, Emanuel was impressed with
CeaseFire's strategy of sending ex-felons into
the streets to mediate gang conflicts and stop
shootings. The mayor decided to put his police
superintendent, Garry McCarthy, and CeaseFire
founder Gary Slutkin in the same room a few
months ago to discuss a possible partnership,.”

The opening of further CeaseFire offices

in other locations is attributed to the film,
including one in New Orleans and plans for an
international office in Bermuda. Other affiliated
CeaseFire offices such as SNUG Albany have
used the film for fundraisers and informational
community screenings. “The screening is
important because it educates in a way that

we can't,” said SNUG program director Jamel
Muhammad. “The people get to see some of the
real live scenarios that we have to deal with."
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MANY GRASSROOTS COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS WERE ALSO

DIRECTLY IMPAGTED BY THE FILM:

Growing Home, a Chicago urban farm, partnered
with The Interrupters in May 2012 for their Spring
Open House. Sonya Harper, outreach manager
for Growing Home, was recently featured in

the Chicago Sun-Times saying their sales
“skyrocketed — from $889 in 2011 to $3,000 last
year [the year The Interrupters partnered for the
Open House] and probably double that this year”.
But Harper was even more proud of how Growing
Home was bringing her community together:
“We've become a safe space in a community with
a reputation for being very violent and not so nice.
It's a totally different atmosphere when you come
to the farm stand on Wednesday. Not only are we
making a dent in food access, we're improving
the overall communication between neighbours.”

In July of 2012, violence interrupter and art
mentor Eddie Bocanegra coordinated a screening
of the film at Chicago’s National Museum of
Mexican Art that played alongside a youth art
exhibit themed around community violence. The
screening and exhibit were followed by an in
depth conversation about violence and the role
of art in processing post-traumatic stress as

a result of neighbourhood violence. With more
than 200 people in attendance, many youth had
the opportunity to see how art mentorships
could not only be therapeutic but a pathway

to college. Yollocalli Arts Reach, a partner
organisation for the event, has continued to
work with CeaseFire and other organisations to
examine Chicago’s violence through art. As a
member of the Hive Chicago Learning Network,
Yollocalli and other arts programs will benefit
from a $2.2 million grant from the Burberry &
MacArthur Foundation to help expand a violence
prevention curriculum through the arts.

CHIGAGO

Due to Mayor Emanuel’s investment in
comprehensive anti-violence strategies
incorporating law enforcement and public
health, there has been a 100% reduction in
violence in the specific areas of Woodlawn -
one of the communities hit hardest by violence
last year - where CeaseFire operates.
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Based on data from the Chicago Police
Department from January to April 2013, there
has been a 40 percent reduction in shootings
and killings across the 14 communities where
combined law enforcement and public health
strategies are being used. Other media sources
have also acknowledged Chicago's reduction

in homicides, with July statistics putting the
city’s murder rate at its lowest since 1965.

One Juvenile Court judge in the Chicago area has
made the film mandatory viewing for youth on
probation for any kind of gun case or one involving
violence. He offers the offenders 5 hours ‘credit’
off their community service if they watch the
film and 10 if they bring a parent. He estimates
that at least 100 young offenders have watched
the film so far. Unfortunately there have not
been the resources to conduct a research study
involving the offenders and probation officers to
measure further outcomes but this is a concrete
example of an individual using the film in an
innovative way to further violence prevention
above a culture of punitive law enforcement.

1| I

The judge's innovative use of the film has led to
others including Cook County Assistant State'’s
Attorney Sonia Antolec to use The Interrupters

in her DePaul University Juvenile Justice class.

GAMPAIGN PARTNERS

CeaseFire, Peace Alliance, City of Chicago, City of
Philadelphia, City of Oakland, City of Minneapolis,
City of Toronto, City of Milwaukee, ITVS, WGBH,
Cinema Guild, DogWoof, Operation SNUG, New
Jersey Community Development Corporation,
Wexner Center, Kings of Kings Foundation, L.A.
Violence Prevention Coalition, The Nonviolent
Peaceforce, San Francisco Community Response
Network, YouthAlive!, Seattle Youth Violence
Prevention Initiative, Health Resources In

Action, Aim4Peace, One Vision One Life, The
National Museum of Mexican Art, Yollocalli Arts
Reach, LuchArte, Enlace Chicago, American
Civil Liberties Union, Oakland Unified School
District, American Film Showcase (U.S. State
Department), React To Film, River Phoenix Center
For Peacebuilding, Noah's Arc Foundation, et al.

!
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This campaign has worked with an impressive
range of partners to bring meaningful and
considered conversation to the roots of

urban violence and offer some possible
solutions. Working with organisations

with few resources about a subject often
misunderstood by the “mainstream,”
this has been a true grassroots effort
which has grown impressively through
the efforts of the outreach team.
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STEVE JAMES is the award-winning
director, producer, and coeditor of
Kartemaquin's Hoop Dreams, which won
every major critics award as well as a
Peabody and Robert F. Kennedy Journalism
Award in 1995. The film earned James

the Directors Guild of America Award

and the MTV Movie Award's “Best New
Filmmaker.” Recently, Hoop Dreams was
selected for the Library of Congress'’
National Film Registry, signifying the film's
enduring importance to American film
history, and hailed by critic Roger Ebert

as "the great American documentary.”

James' next documentary, Stevie, also with
Kartemquin, won major festival awards

at Sundance, Amsterdam, Yamagata

and Philadelphia, and was nominated

for an Independent Spirit Award. The
acclaimed feature landed on a dozen

“Top Ten Films of the Year” lists for 2003.

With Kartemquin, James was

also an executive producer, story
director, and coeditor of the PBS
series, The New Americans, which
won two Chicago International
Television Festival Golden Hugos,
and the prestigious 2004 International
Documentary Association Award for
Best Limited Series for Television.

In 2005, James completed the documentary
Reel Paradise, his fourth film to premiere

at the Sundance Film Festival. James
served as producer and editor of The

War Tapes, a documentary comprised of
video footage shot by American soldiers

in Irag. The film won the top prize at both
the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival, and the
inaugural 2006 BRITDOC Film Festival.

In 2008, he coproduced and codirected
with Peter Gilbert the acclaimed At the
Death House Door for Kartemquin, which
won the top prize at the Atlanta Film
Festival, the Inspiration Award at the
Full Frame Documentary Film Festival,
and aired on IFC-TV. At the Death House
Door is James' fourth film to be officially
short-listed for the Academy Award.

James' 2010 Kartemquin documentary No
Crossover: The Trial of Allen Iverson had its
world premiere at the SXSW Film Festival
and aired as part of ESPN Films’ 2010
International Documentary Association
award-winning series 30 for 30. The film
was selected for the IDOCS International
Documentary Forum in Beijing, and also
played at the Cleveland, Full Frame, Dallas,
Nashville and Atlanta film festivals,
among others, as well as earning James
the Best Director award at the Midwest
Film Awards. In 2011, No Crossover was
selected by the U.S. Department of State
for the American Documentary Showcase.

James' dramatic films include the
theatrical feature Prefontaine (1997),
which premiered at Sundance, and
cable movies Passing Glory (1999)
and Joe and Max (2002), which was
nominated for an ESPN Espy Award.
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ALEX KOTLOWITZ is perhaps best known
for the bestselling There Are No Children
Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in
the Other America. The book, which was
published in 1991 and has since sold over
half a million copies, was the recipient of
numerous awards, including the Helen

B. Bernstein Award for Excellence in
Journalism, the Carl Sandburg Award and
a Christopher Award. The New York Public
Library selected There Are No Children
Here as one of the 1560 most important
books of the century. In the fall of 1993,

it was adapted for television as an ABC

Movie of the Week starring Oprah Winfrey.

His second book, The Other Side of the
River: A Story of Two Towns, a Death
and America’s Dilemma received The
Chicago Tribune's Heartland Prize

for Non-Fiction and the Great Lakes
Booksellers Award for Non-Fiction.

Kotlowitz's most recent book, Never a
City So Real, is a bit of a departure, a
collection of contemporary stories from

Chicago, his adopted hometown.

Between books, Kotlowitz has contributed
to The New York Times Magazine, The
New Yorker and public radio’s This
American Life. Over the past three years,
he has produced three collections of
personal narratives for Chicago Public
Radio: Stories of Home, Love Stories and
Stories of Money. Stories of Home was
awarded a Peabody. He has served as a
correspondant and writer for a Frontline
documentary, Let’s Get Married, as well as
correspondant and writer for two pieces
for PBS’s Media Matters. His articles
have also appeared in The Washington
Post, The Chicago Tribune, Rolling Stone,
The Atlantic and The New Republic. He
is a writer in residence at Northwestern
University where he teaches two courses
every winter, and a visiting professor

at the University of Notre Dame as the
Welch Chair in American Studies where
he teaches one course every fall. He

has also been a writer in residence at
the University of Chicago. Kotlowitz
regularly gives public lectures.

His journalism honors include the
George Foster Peabody Award, the
Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award
and the George Polk Award. He is the
recipient of three honorary degrees
and the John LaFarge Memorial Award
for Interracial Justice given by New
York's Catholic Interracial Council.

He currently lives with his family
just outside Chicago.
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Winner, Outstanding Informational Programming — Long Form,
News & Documentary Emmy Awards 2013

Winner, Alfred | DuPont-Columbia School of Journalism Award, Silver Baton 2013

Winner, Outstanding Achievement Nonfiction Filmmaking
& Best Direction, Cinema Eye Honors 2012

Winner, Best Documentary, Independent Spirit Awards 2012
Winner, Jury Award, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival
Winner, Best Documentary, Philadelphia Cinefest 2011
Winner, Audience Award, Philadelphia Cinefest 2011
Winner, Best Documentary, Chicago Film Critics Association Awards 2011
Winner, Best Documentary, Miami International Film Festival 2011
Winner, Audience Award, Little Rock Film Festival 2011
Winner, Special Jury Award, Sheffield Doc/Fest 2011
Winner, Film of the Year, Common Folk Award 2011
Winner, Best Documentary, Minneapolis / St. Paul Film Festival 2011

Winner, Outstanding Informational Programming - Long Form,
News & Documentary Emmy Awards 2013

Nominated, Best Documentary, Gotham Independent Film Awards 2011

Steve James: Producer/Director
Alex Kotlowitz: Producer
Zak Piper: Co-producer
Justine Nagan: Executive Producer
Gordon Quinn: Executive Producer
R. Patrick Lile: Outreach Coordinator
Tim Horsburgh: Director of Communications & Programs, Kartemquin Films
L. Anton Seals Jr.: Outreach Specialist
Sonya Childress: Outreach Media Consultant
Andrew Suprenant: Interactive Project Director
Kristen Zelenka: Interactive Coordinator
Monica Swope: Educational Consultant
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City Room

W 2 Commarn

Interrupting Violence, on Sereen and on the
Streets

By TIM STELLOH

Thie meen in orange and white Rave Our Streets T-shirts wese in o good mood.

It was Friday night, ans “The Inferrapiers.” a new docamentirny that depicts
the front lines of urban crimeé in Chicago and an apti-vielcode program trying
to stem those battles, had jast premicred at the [FC Center in Manhattan

P the men in orange ned vehibe, watching the sold-out beo-hoar film was like
A seving o reflection = and condirmatiom = of their daydo=day work lives. In
somir of the movie's more dramatic seenes, & woman warking for the program,
ealled Coaselizg, imseris herself into the middle of & lvife heawd and alio enlms
n gathering mab secking revenge for the killing of & friond,

i other words, she sccomplished ome of Censelire's goals: (o *mberrupt”
wiolenoe

errupl sweh vinkenoe, oo, in the Crowy

i S i Sireets. or 3.008., o progrum
modebed after CeazeFire, And they, too, often find themselves inthe midde of
b 2amie row dramsis that was depicted on the soneen.

The mren who attended the movie

"W see snmeone else doing the work that wee're doing, amd it's just like us
being up there, word for wend, " exid Redy Suggs, 48, who, along with sevorsl
other 5005, workers, gathered
theater after the movie to compare thetr nwn experienoes vith wiist they had
ETIL

¢ MeDomald's across the sieeet from the

There were plesty of similarities, the men sas)

lia oie svegic, for instamee, odee of (e [ilm's main charaders, Anewnn
Matthews, visils an arca where a teenager has been shot and Klled, Alarge
groap of the man's friends hove gathered on the street and appear to be
plaeming a counteratiack. In typical fashion, Ma. Mattbews, a former gang
mirmbser and danghter of Joft Fort, one of Chicage’s most legendary gang
lipastors, bursts info the middle of the eroved and defuses the situation

Achasimach Yasrael, 45, of S.0.5. recalled thal after a 14-year-old was killed
this susmmer m Crown Helghts, more than soo of the teenager’s friemls
gathered wt bis wake

“Hevang him baying there — that was real life for them, ™ Mr. Yisnae] sasl.
adding that o large group thes ket the church to condront those who they
Belisved were respamsible for the tecnager's death

*Every last ape of them had ovory intestion of retalisting and hagieakly
creating a bloodbath,” he sad

Vrom their storefremt offiee on Kingston Avesne, 5.0.5, workers gaw the
tharong manching by, Alter quickly delermining where the group was gomg,
several wirkers were daspalckaed to the intended target: another squad beaded
oo mearby park. wheee a worker persuaded the dead teenager's fricnds 1o
tmngregate

With a large, valatide crowd gathered around them, four workers undertook
what was perbiaes thekr maost tepse, maost expansive nisediation thdate, sald
Lavon Walker, who works for 8.0.5; They told the group that they needed (o
respedt the dead teomsger's mother and famidy; that kiling someo e else

rir friemd back

venilel nast hring, the

“Then wo called wat and said, s there anybody in b coovd whe s @ father?
Mr. Yasrae] recalled, "D vou wanl e remeve yosreelf (rom vour children®

r- Watlker sl This wan ane of

It e, the cronwd returned o the wal
th 54 eondlicts the group has interrapled sinoe carly last year, when the
program began. sald Amy Hlenbogen, 5005 s direcior,

Anvther echo of the group’s work was reflected in one of the film’s most
memarnhle charaeters — the lmky, alternately hilarioes and cxplosive Flamo
# pistnl=carmying. self=described drag dealer and gambder whom a CeasoFine
wanrker i sttemgiting o deliver from o life of crime apd prison (the program
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Meet Chicago's Interrupters...

T“E';.' are e ghock IrI:IIJ!.'r'B in the lZ‘-l.:-' g balle ngll'li:ll BrHiamic
sraedl viokenod — peacemakers who once lived Dy the gun, AS @
I'.:-’.'IIIUIIIEI'IIHGI on their work reaches cinemas, we visil 'C""F.-aljtl 1]
soi ihe campalgners In action

Andrew Anlfooy
o Tre CRanear, Saburciey & Auguel 2001 2348 BST

E Jurng o comman (28]

x outfEach

Cin e $100p of @ howso on a disapidated block i Englowood, i soulhn
sige Ghicago neighbourhood fhat 1005 the city's siasnes for murder,
drug aadiction. 1sen pregnancy and most of ather indices of social
dysfunction, are dight young Advicin-Amercan moen and fwo ar hros
womsen. IS an oven-Not sumimer akernoon and he group is kcking
back, drinking, shouting and laughing

Tha Interruplers 1 30nT fike crovwd SCenes,” Bays Shango. &
Ly % = ramibar of ther cily™s antkviolence project,
Production year: 7011

Comry! U; GeaseFine, &s we pull up outside. Heexplaing

Cort JUKK: 15 that such guinerings incraase tha chances of

Roumtna: 127 ming Docoming a wcim of o drive-iry shoaling
Diroctors: Sieve

Jnmiey The sbeet were In slands in (he madde ol a
Morw ikt e i Dok TR N S@ai EGE MAIRGErs In

recent days, and countiess more In the

pravious months and yesrs, “Can't no anybody
padh U On 16 BOCK.” Says Shango, whd Benaath his draads wodrs &n
oxpression ol moumfyl unfappability, His companion, TJ, & farmer
prisonor and one of CeaseFing's mon soasoned autreach workers, tolls
me Mat summes & the “killing season” Decause there's mo nehuge for
grievances. In winbar the freezing weather forces people inside, where
MMpis Nvd Ui 10 Godl.

Cna af thiy group on the shoop, & shm-Buill guy with @ 1afioo thal crawhs
up out of IJ'II!"IIZNFHIHl his west ke 8 weed, hobbles oves 10 us o0 tha
sidewak. His lefl fool 5 in plaster, e resull of a high velooly encounber
wellh @ Btk

This is Dee, a molommod ywieran of
the south shde's sireet wars. Wih his
taltoos, gunshol wound and lvely
choice of company, hi may nal be
Chicago's answer 1o Mahatma
Gardbil, bufl be B nonolheless & new
el b0 her Clllsbr OF plico. "My Il
15 on the right path today,” he iells
mi, i Shango SUSpICously oyes
Each car Ihat burns o 50 1 Ditck
*I'mi doing all | can for the bensrmant
of my e, o kewp me oul of rouble, 11
ook me 15 years (o gob my [le nbo

p shape and H will take me anather 18
yOArs or mony Io mako this aretion
Hiroesn tha Thats why {'m asking for the full
Pholoaraph: Ji support of the peaple for me o do

[ AT whal's netassary to do.”

Do, whon Hiw Ras Dsean Changed

5 @ nobile Bite spoach, and all 1 mare commandable Bocaws B
lavst time | saw Dee he wis being anocked with a brick. That was in a
scane fnom A remarkable new documendary (im called The nfermiplers
that chreniches @ radical appreach to uban vislence, The film is made by
Saeve James. who produced and directed the inbemationally acciaimed
Hoop Dréarms, which fofowed (he plight of Two Aftican- Amencan

M naghrs trying o bedome professional baskatball players. That
documBantary was by tUrns toushing, funny, disiressing and uplifing, and
it anyiting The infemuphens conoocts @ sill mose potent combination of
conflicsing emobons.

Thi taglired of tha fim & “A yedr in the ife of & cRy grappling with wiban
wiNCe”, In Mot American ciles, ingiuding Chicago, vigkanoe nas
actuaity besn declining smce (he 19908, with homicide rales plummeting,
I 1950 mhere were B50 murders in Chicago. Last vear theno were 435
Bt thars sl abpul three 1maes 33 mary &3 London, & cily with threg
smos Me popusation af Chicago

Mor has the decrease in homicide spread equally b all urban aneas. As
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BRILLIANCE BY SAMSUNG
CURVED QLED

CULTURE

The Interrupters: Stopping the Contagion of
Violence

Maid Sridadls A i T

m Pliss =2 o Twsensi 55 3 44 BRILLIAMNC
AMELING
Ix vinlenoe a virs? The Bteral anewer i na, bul the
mataphor odifiers important insight intn mopping the

epidemic

CURVED QLED TV¥

It what foels the CeaseFire program in Chizagn,
which employs former gang members in the oity’s
poar peighbarhoods as “violenoe interrupters.” Thedr
jakb ix ta modinte disputos betwesn gangs snd provest
retaliatory killings. The program has been found 1o
directly redisce shoatings by 16% 1o 3.4% in targeted
mrighborhoods

Coobe Willlams, & “vokencs mlaruple” wilh he Ceaselire
grogram i Chioagh

CreaseFire is now the subped of a hrilliant pew
documentary, The Inferruphers, 3 collsharation
Between director Steve Jams [best known for Moop
Dvraareis ) aed journalist Alex Eotlowite {Thene Ane No Chaldren Herel I

promisred at Sundance and has recoived virmally anenimaies aeclaim, = Emall & Print

+ Ehare & Comment

MORE: The bnderrupders: Herees bn an Udban War Zome

W Foliow @ TIMEHsalthiand
Colse Williams, 38, i one of the program’s internigpiers, followerd in the film
amd recently promoeted be nalicnal commanaly coordinator, Kelbowitz
describes Williams, a former dineg dealer who served time for attempied morder, as an “affable teddy-bear-lke goy
wilo makes people langh.”

“All my lifie, | knew right from wrong, but my fathor was in a gang, selfing drags, having fancy cars like Cadillscs,”
=avs Willinme, “As a kid, be was my role model. | wanted to be like niy daddy. We boaked ap to the mobey-gelters.”

When Willisms was three, his father was convicted of murder apd sent to prizson, Willlams recalls visiting his dad

and being impréessed by his friends, their gang signs and comaraderic.

Whamn Williams was v1, his fsther became the victim of a gang-rolated killing. and that only escalated his own
velvement mviclenes, It wasst until be was incarcerated hinsself that be firet beard about CeaseFire, Willkams
savs. "'d seen them doing mardhes amd 1 thought, *Man, this s crazy, 8 mather or grasdmothes can’t s3t on the
porch, kids can't play outside.' [ gotta get out there and make a differonce. 1 gotta be a man and raise my san,” be

£,

Willliams started as a valumteer, uniil “*CeaseFire hired nse and 1 took off ranming.” In the film, yow watch him asng

P Worst invenbions Mol the Téa Party
Bis considerable charm and charisma 1o cjobe, wheedle and sonsetinges beg young men beading down the path of
vinlence Io change.
MORE: Mird Reading: Using Peer Pressurs to Change the Workd
That's whare the ides of vicdence as a disease comes in. “H's a learmed behavior,” Williams savs, *1 learned it from K
Koy i : : ; Bill Clinton: GOP 'Bagging
seeing my big brothers and uncles, and once [ learned it, it spread like a diseasze, My irtle cousin learned it from me; For America Ta Fail
my tlbier comsims bearned 1 from them, so it's speead] aned spread.” i I
“That's whi we as outreach workers, we're the cures.” he adds, *We interrupt transmizsion and change the norms
el ke them think, Wo, we shoaldn do this. We shouldnt be about this.™ i It Hap 1 There ... the Government
Shutdown -
Chisago’s CeazeFire — not 10 be confused with the program sriginating in Baston with the tame nams — was
founded by Dr. Gary Slutkin, an epidemiologist at the University of [Hnoks Chicago School of Public Heahh in o5 Hip hop health: "Party with a purpose’
Shytkan, who had worked to curb tobercalosis in San Francisco and cholera in Somalia, reafized that fighting viokenee
wens simmibar to fghing infections disease: inorder 1o stop infections from spreading, the most “oontagions” people
i Liman POPULAR AMONG SUBSCRIBERS smssnmy
That meant hiring people with seriouws crimins] histories, people who had not vet distanced themselves from their @ Google va. Death
paste. If they wore too far removed and no longer in touch with ife om the streets, they wonld he of kttle help. Gonale
T
DEATH?
Of eonirse, there's also always the risk that rather than inspiring gangsters to reform, the peer pressure from

reformed criminals will poeh them in the wrong direction. =1 had same question going in,” sy Kotlowits, who first

wrote shout CeaseFire in & 2008 feature for the New York Tinses Magazine. “It's one of things that amases me, o lot

& Health: Why | Would
rile Py o Wy Y
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Police to partner with CeaseFire on
anti-violence pilot program

By FRAKS WAIN S10% Recatar MmEnBauntises com hune 20 DT WOt

Fllis 302 W Twesi M B o« B « g2 s Cises = [

*The Imterrupters,” the acclaimed documantary
anout the ‘:hifﬂﬂﬂ'mﬂ anti-violence group
CreaseFing, caught Mmyor Rahm Emanuel's
attantion,

Wiorrled about the city's rising lide of
2 blopdshad, Emanuel waes impressed with
Chiciagn Pioe Supe. taeny Moty CeaseFine’s strotegy of sending ex<fetons into

thar siroets to medlate gang conficts and stop
ARTICLE EXTRAS shoolings.

Bali Hotel Discounts
LT T
Get instant Confrmatan. Save Up Te T5%
B Niow

=t

Thee myer decided 10 put his pefice superntendent, Gary MoCanhy, and
ComseFire founder Gary Siutkin in the same room & few maonths ago to discuss &
possibie partnership, acoonding o City Hall sources.

The negotlstions wene anything but smooth.

Behind the scones, McCarthy compisinged about hining to doal with an
organization Nall of ex-felons (hat refuses to shang information with the pelice
department about brewing confilcts, And CeaseFire inftially balked st demands
the police department placed on the group befone they could become pariners.

But on Tuesday, poiice officials and CeaseFine announced they had forged o deal,
CaoataFire will recohe $1 miiBan in city mongy 10 put 20 wadkiess aach In the
Geand-Croasing Distriel on the South Side and the Ogden District on the Wes
Sige, Doth of which have seen ot spioed In gang-related kilings. The pllat
peogram will begin July 13,

Bali Hotel Discounts

Agman soryliah Honsh

Gt Instant Confirmation Saee Lip To 75%, Book Nowl

Bathroom Renovations

wwier BIRIRASEEG 00 ARV VESEOE

Mew Bathrooms Designed & Renovated Bathroom Rengvation
Praofessionals

In retum, Ceasefire pgreed o atiend weeidy ovalustions that police commandens
ane already subjected to under the department’s CompStem system mastemminded
last year by MaCany.

On Tuesday, First Deputy Pollce Supt. Alfonza Wyzinger sahd anmy rifts Debween
the pollce and Ceasefire are history.

“With the amount of bodles from the homicides and shootings that are continuing
10 add up and make the city seem as thowgn i is unsale, IT thene wene dfiferences
In the past = and F'm not u,ring thare were = for the sake of the comman guod,
thorse hings hirae 10 ga oul the window,” Wy inpes said.

CosseFite has recehved state and county Tending oves the past dogen years, bul
na maney directly lram the ity untll now. The funding for the pardnership la
coming from & pian to have [he staie siphon outstanding city deits from the siste
Income tax refunds of deadoeats.

Driginally, CeaseFing was supposad to get $1.5 million But that was under aardier
pland ths wehe 10 Inciude (hnee pollce districls

MeCaniy first revealed thie police department was conslderng an alllance with
ComzoFire foliowing the bloody Memaorial Dey weelkond, He said it wes ane of
several crime-fighting stratiegies.

Ohver that weekend, 10 people wene shod 1o death and the nuember of homicides In
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Teenagers asked for su’\

violence

IF YOU GO
Tha: speecial screoning
for students is booked
o capaecity, bt The
Interrupbers will be
ghown o the general
publicat 7 pm.
Wodnesday inthe
Wener Conter's
Mesikan Auditorium,
i M, High 5t

« The ¥3&-mifule
fikm will be followed
by 0 pame] diseussion
festuring two of the
interrapbers from the
i, Ube mavie's
coproducer and Ohio
Sate University
associate professor
Detinea L. Willdnaon,
who s trying to
reqilicate the
CaaseFire program in
Calumbas.

=« Tickets are §7, o1
#5for members,
stadents and sendar
citizens, For details,
g0 Lo wexarisong or
call 614-303-3515

 Tha film also will
run at the Gateway
Film Cesiter from
Friday throwgh Nav,
24,

CRIME & SAFETY
HEADLINES

¥ Fairfield County
derk of coarts,
bushand charged with
felomies

WEDRESDAY, DCTOBER 7,
13 A P

¥ Authorities: 8 killed
in Tennessos bus
crash

WEDKESDATY, DCTOBER I,
T GURD P

¥ smonths later,
Stenbumdlle rape case
grand jury not done
WEDHLEDAT, CCTORLA I,
TN TR A

WONE CRIMERSAFETT

CRIME STOPPERS

¥ Police seck 2
women who used
stolen checks &t store
BMONDAY. SEFTEVBER 33,
FeRE TR

¥ Police secking dues
in Franklimton killing
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93000 AN
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¥ Columbus
homicides

Find statistics and
focts from all cases
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By Thesdore Decker
The Codumbus Dispareh « Sunday M

O comements: 0 EIRecommena

An award-winsing deosmentary the

[svterrupters” om Chisxge streots wi L _‘_' =
' S g TIEEBME

to what crganizers hope will be 2
froan scross the cy.

After the credita roll at e Wesner Conter for the A" scroenisg, tho 440
stisdepts will start their bomework — dcmmn]dwdﬁcpiﬂs ta

rengthen their eommanily and prevent using b
From the Glm.

The film The faterrupeers follows throo former gang membars who
cruzade against street violenoe in their Chicags neighborhoods, They are
part of ConseFirg, a Chicage-based organization designed to reduce
shootings and killings.

CeasePire employs ex-cons and fornsey gangbangers to talk sense Into
these atill actively imvalved in sneet 1ife, in o cases trying 1o defuse
vielenee when EunE AR drawm.

A lJocal consortium Jod by Ohlo State University associate professar
Deanna L. Wilkinson has laid misch of the groundwork for CesseFire-
Columbas, identifying the Near East and South Side seighbarhoods that
are most in peed of violence intervention, But another attemapt o seouye
federal startap money failed this fall, and the growp hopes that private
danars will fill the vaid,

Proponents of the CexseFire model say credible noessengers ane nesded to
reach at-risk youths, If edweators with Colusibus City Sehools are right,
sanse of these messengers ane walldng their hallways.

Each high scheal was asked to choase 90 sephamares and juniors ta
attend the sereening. They aren's all on stodesnt council or fature
valedictorians but were chosen bocause the student body views them as
leaders in somue way.

“We want a combination of all tbose, beowuse all of them are leaders and
they have inflwenoe with their peers,” Superinbendent Gene Harris said.

Whes the mavie ends, they will break inbo groups (o bralsstorm.

“They are going to have independent conversations afier the film,
sirategizing about violenee prevention in their own selsools,” sasd Skelly
Casto, directar of educatzon al the Wesner Conter. Those idea conld
include school-based public-information blitzes or stromger links 1o
ixisting sovial programs,

Schoal causmelors and community leaders will seer the discassians, bt
the students must devise their own responses in the coming weelks,

Bponsors are eovering eosts of busing and hunch, and the comnvanity
leaders are valunteering theis time, Casto said,

Wilkinsom said preparing for the event has forged better ties between ber
Youth Visdence Prevention Advisory Board and the school distriet. She is
optinistic that the fllm's arvival in Colunsbua will spark a broader
discasgion about the need for viclence prevention ina city that has peen S0
omicides this year.

“This waa a nice opporiunity v line up some strabegies and think big
Harris said the district doesn't intend for students to interjoct themselves

in a sftaaion that could prove dasgerowus, a8 CeaseFine's interrupters do
dadly.

“Really, what we hope bo get out of it is an opportunity for continoed
leaderabip development for our students,” she said. “Student-1o-student
commumication ean be very powerful.”

tdecker@dispatch.com
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