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A tropical storm beats down on an
island in the Philippines, two sisters
leave work and never make it home.....

Paco Larrafiaga, a 19 year old student,

is sentenced to death for their rape and
murder despite overwhelming evidence
of his innocence. Seven years in the
making, the film reflects schisms of race,
class and political power at the core of
the Philippines’ tumultuous democracy
that clashing families, institutions, and
individuals face over Paco's freedom.

WHAT THE CRITIGS SAID

“Jaw-dropping... hard to turn
away from"” New York Times

“Documentaries about abuses of justice
abound, but few present complicated
events in so concrete, linear, and
compelling a fashion” Variety

“As well paced and engrossing as any
thriller while incalculably more harrowing...
An incredible story, beautifully and
persuasively told” The Guardian
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COMMUNITY SCREENINGS
USA: 50+

Philippines: 45+ (inc. American Embassy)

Spain: 20+ screenings
ROW: 125+ screenings

OTHER ONLINE STRATEGY

Paco’'s message from Death
Row: 54,731 views

Free Paco Now campaign video:
7,649 views

Philippine premiere:
6,810 views

POV site:
23,975 views

GINENA

Initially scheduled for a single
screen in the Philippines over one
weekend but eventually rolled out
to 15 cinemas over 3 weeks

WHO SAW IT
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FESTIVALS

in 35 countries
Premiere Tribeca Spring 2011

CINEMAS

in 175 cities internationally

TELEVISION

Broadcast in 9 territories
including US, Spain

ovD
USA, Spain, Philippines

AWARDS AND PRIZES

18 Awards including 7 Audience
Awards, 4 Human Rights Awards.

ONLINETRAILER
90,000 views

WEBSITE

www.GiveUpTomorrow.com 71,487
www.FreePacoNow.com 55,176

EMAIL LIST
66563 signed up

SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES

Facebook (Give Up Tomorrow
& Free Paco Now): 6367

Twitter (@GiveUpTomorrow &
@FreePacoNow): 1278
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THE FILMMAKERS MADE HUGE STRIDES
ONTHE JOURNEY TO SAVE PAGO’S
LIFE AND GAIN REGOGNITION OF HIS ~ and put the Philippine justice

THE GAMPAIGNERS

The campaign to free Paco
has been personally and
professionally driven by the
filmmakers Michael Collins
and Marty Syjuco for 9

years. They had a personal
interest in the story: Syjuco’s
brother is married to Paco's sister, Mimi.
Their efforts have been amplified by working
closely with a range of partners to leverage
international networks that cross borders.

CAMPAIGN AIMS

This campaign is particularly unusual in
that it happened in two stages, firstly using
a short advocacy video in 2005, which would
subsequently form part of the content of
the second stage; a feature length film.

The filmmakers had made huge strides with the
video but the release of the feature documentary
in Spring 2011 was intended not only to
reenergise the Spanish public but also to engage
a truly global audience, build capacity through

INNOCENCE BEFORE THE FILM WAS
EVEN RELEASED.

human rights partnerships,

system in the spotlight.

HOWTHE GAMPAIGN WORKED

The filmmakers' fight to save

Paco’s life started in 2004,
when the Supreme Court of the Philippines
sentenced him to death row. His family and
lawyers had exhausted all legal channels in
a hostile public, media and political climate.
As a last resort to save him the filmmakers
appealed directly to the Spanish public, Paco
being a dual Spanish/ Philippine citizen.

After their first production trip to the Philippines
from Dec 2004 to March 2005, the filmmakers
joined and helped publicly launch the campaign
to free Paco that was underway in Spain. They
moved to Barcelona in the Spring 2005 and
formed a low key grassroots coalition of core
members: Paco's aunt, cousin, Spanish lawyer,
and the filmmakers. They reached out to a
number of organisations for help and amongst
the many that responded was Fair Trials
International who became a campaign partner.
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They smuggled a hidden camera into the
maximum security Bilibid Prison and recorded
a desperate message from Paco which

went viral in 2005. Newspaper QUE and
Amnesty Spain ran signature campaigns.
They created a short advocacy video that
aired on Spanish television in November 2005.
This resulted in an incredible response:

1. Hundreds and thousands of signatures
delivered to Spanish congress

2. Politicians from Spain flew to the
Philippines to visit Paco on death
row and meet the President of the
Philippines, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

3. Paco became the face of Amnesty
International’s
signature campaign against the

death peﬁa'ty ON RELEASE THE
4 Human rights groups FILMMAKERS HAD

demonstrated outside

the Philippine embassy in T[] ENGAGEA

Whadlel esith ozt sl GLOBAL AUDIENCE

injection needles, and

delivered 210,000 signatures T[] AGT'[]N
asking the Philippine

President not to kill Paco

Three months after the video Fair Trials
International filed the appeal on Paco’s case
to the UN and received a rare swift response
that they would take on the case. It's fair to
say Fair Trials brought Paco's case to the UN
as a result of a collaborative effort of many
likeminded NGOs and activists of which

the filmmakers were a key part. This has

set the stage for the collaborative nature of

all the activity throughout the campaign.

The public outcry worked. In October 2005, the
King of Spain, Juan Carlos and the President of
Spain, Jose Luis Zapatero, asked the President
of the Philippines for leniency in Paco’s case.

In June 2006, the Philippine President abolished
the death penalty on a publicity trip to Spain.
While larger political forces motivated this,
the filmmakers could, at least, be said to

have contributed to the conversations that

led to these changes. In the same year

the United Nations Human Rights Council
ruled that Paco's conviction was unsound,

a ruling that was subsequently ignored by

the Supreme Court in the Philippines.

In October 2009, Paco was transferred to
Spain on a prisoner exchange treaty.

However, Paco remained in prison in
San Sebastian and faded from public
view. Public opinion remained hostile
in the Philippines. The coaccused
defendants remained incarcerated.

So much had already been achieved, but

the feature documentary created new

opportunities: for greater awareness, for
deeper engagement, for a truly global reach.

The team decided to launch the feature
documentary in the US and Spain before
taking on the Philippines, as they were sure
that they would be dismissed as biased
insiders in the Philippines. The film launched
at the Tribeca Film Festival in Spring

2011 — attended by the elite of New York's
intelligentsia and independent media, as well



NOIVdINYY JHL

as the most influential of the Filipino-American
(Fil-Am) community. It's worth noting that
members from partner organisations attended,
many having flown in specially, including Larry
Cox, Exec Director of Amnesty International
USA and representatives from Reprieve, Fair
Trials International, QUE newspaper and

Equal Justice USA. This started a legitimised
conversation about the broken justice system in
the Philippines in which their evidence was taken
seriously as a robust investigative case study.

The filmmakers also launched the second
Free Paco Now campaign in April 2011 to
coincide with the Tribeca premiere.

Their next focus was Spain where awareness
of Paco had lapsed since the grassroots
Spanish campaign helped get him off death
row and transferred to a Spanish prison.
Launching Give Up Tomorrow in Valladolid

in October 2011 raised awareness that

there was still much more to be done.

From then on the filmmakers distributed
and collected letters from audience
members at screenings, or organised
volunteers to do this. Audiences were also
encouraged to write postcards to Paco.

The filmmakers would put the letters in an

envelope and send them to Paco’s cousin in
Spain who would then divide them and send
them on to the Spanish President incrementally
so that even if screenings weren't talking place,
the letters would be consistently arriving.

Amnesty International was a major partner for
the film’s theatrical release in Spain in June
2012 as they mobilised their membership base
in Spain. The team continues to contact local
chapters of Al for each scheduled screening,
so they can be present to sign up audiences
to lists and actions at the local level.

As the film won awards around the world

it began to make front page news in the
Philippines. The country was watching and
listening to how the rest of the world regarded
the Philippines as a place to be a citizen. The
Philippine media and public began to voice their
concern and the stage was set for the film'’s
packed and controversial premiere in Manila.

Before the theatrical release in the Philippines
a private screening was held reaching out to
the country's mainstream media including
well known media personalities whose
sensationalised, irresponsible reporting had
influenced the case against Paco initially.

This was typical of the filmmakers’ consensus
building approach throughout the campaign.
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Saw Give Up Tomorrow. its

heartbreaking. You gotta see this
documentary friends. Seriously.

Panuorin nyo (Watch it).

25K

Free Paco Now https://t.co/

i5sNEvXIrk via @change

KK

* “FREE PAGO” (TWITTER)
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THE FREE PACO NOW CAMPAIGN

Although Paco remains in prison in
Spain, actions taken in that country have
resulted in significant freedoms for him.

The letterwriting campaign generated
an incredible response considering the
lack of resources behind the effort:

*10,560 emails to MEPS
*4,960 emails to President of Spain

*1,397 downloaded to President of Spain
(since there is an option to send this
same letter via email on the same page,
the filmmakers believe that most of those
who downloaded it had the intention to
duplicate it and share it with others)

*6,000+ (estimate) physical letters
signed after screenings and mailed to
the Office of the President in Spain

This took place over two years until, in June
2013, the Spanish government announced
that they would officially request Paco’s
pardon from the Philippine government.

There was global awareness of Paco’s plight.
Celebrities like American actor Matthew
Broderick, Japanese artist and peace activist
Yoko Ono, fashion activist Bethann Hardison
and American actor Fisher Stevens showed

their support for the campaign through tweets,

signing the petition and by sharing a photo
whilst holding a sign saying ‘Free Paco Now'.

“Documentary films are quickly
becoming the voice of activists. This is
one of the must sees. Made with passion
and love for justice.” Yoko Ono

Thanks to a special screening at the San
Sebastian Human Rights Festival in April
2012 (where the film won an Audience Award),
attended by the Prison Warden and Prison
Review Board, the decision was made to
change Paco’s prisoner status and he was
moved to a minimum security prison two
days after the screening. He is now given
furloughs to attend culinary school, has
gained his driver’s license and maintains an
apartment outside, but must still sleep in
prison every night. Paco even has a girlfriend.

“| INVITE YOU TO WATGH “GIVE UP TOMORROW™

AND GONSIDER THE MOUNTAINS OF EVIDENCE AND
TESTIVIONIES THAT WERE SILENGED AND IGNORED

BY THE COURTS AND THE MEDIA. | PRAY THAT 6D
WILL GIVE YOU THE STRENGTH TO ADMIT A MISTAKE
WAS MADE. AND THE COURAGE TO PROVE THAT YOUR
DEPARTMENT ADMINISTERS JUSTIGE, AND DOESN'T
JUST ADMINISTER PAPERWORK.”

After the theatrical release in Spain in
June 2012, the Queen of Spain visited the
Philippines and appealed to the Philippine
President for clemency for Paco.

By April 2013 events had moved so fast

in the Philippines that the President had
watched the film. This was the result of
Marty spending six months in the Philippines
targeting the most influential members of
society and making them allies — especially
those with the President’s ear, like the
American Ambassador who hosted a
private screening at his residence.

In March 2013 Marty had been given the Ani
ng Dangal trophy in recognition of his film,
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which he promptly returned in protest to the
Board of Pardons and Parole in a public appeal
to them to review Paco’s case favourably. Each
member received a DVD with a protest letter,

the package also being sent to the Secretary of
Justice, the President and key people around him.

Two days later Secretary of Justice Leila de
Lima publicly responded by saying the President
had the final say on Paco’s pardon request —
essentially passing the buck to him. “The final
decision rests on the President. And a favorable
recommendation from BPP is not a mandatory
prerequisite for the President to exercise his
power to grant clemency. We thus transmitted
to the Office of the President nonetheless the
plea for clemency in behalf of Mr. Larrainaga

for the President’s consideration,” she said.

This created wide press coverage resulting
in the Philippine President finally viewing
the film during Easter Holy Week.

THE PHILIPPINES - MEDIA RESPONSIBILITY

Following the screening for media opinion formers
organised by the filmmakers Teddy Locsin, a
prominent journalist who had been one of the
worst perpetrators of trial by media, said, on
camera: “They have always been innocent and
their guilt was never proved beyond reasonable
doubt. They have never been guilty... this was a
trial by publicity.” Locsin praised the filmmakers
for sticking to their story for seven years as

he remarks how in week to week journalism
conclusions are often reached unscrupulously.

Carlos Celdran, a cultural icon and social activist
asked the audience: “How did we all believe that
they were guilty? We all did. Back then | drank
the juice.” He goes on to talk about how everyone
allowed it to happen and to question the ethics of
what was allowed to be shown on TV at the time.

The self reflection by the Philippine media
about their own actions, as well as the
justice system of their country, was an
unexpected gain of the campaign.

“| felt helpless. Injustice can happen
to anyone in this country.”

“Give Up Tomorrow is a must-see for everyone -
specially journalists!”
— Karen Davila, TV journalist

Iwitter followers: 960,243

“This must be watched by every Filipino.”
— Carlos Celdran, artist/activist
Twitter followers: 191,106

“It was so difficult... to go against what was
fashionable: to simply crucify Paco. That was
the reality of the time. And as a member of the
media | would like to say sorry.”

—Leo Lastimosa, Philippine journalist

“What if you only knew part of the story...
what if everything you believed in is not exactly
true... what if, just what if, you misjudged
someone? What if Paco Larrafiaga was indeed
innocent?”

— Nadia Trinidad, Philippine journalist

“Incredible film! Thanks for the ride! Glad we

watched Give Up Tomorrow together”

— Tweet by Tim Yap, TV Host and Celebrity
Iwitter followers: 1,047,459

BEYOND PACO — INNOGENGE PROJECT PHILIPPINES

The Philippine Innocence Project is a
network of law school clinics, scientific and
academic laboratories and nongovernmental
organisations, that seeks to make justice
accessible for wrongfully convicted persons.

The Ford Foundation hosted a screening of Give
Up Tomorrow at the New York Paley Center of
Media as part of its Philanthropy NY series.
Maddy delone, Executive Director of the
Innocence Project joined the team on the post
screening panel. After seeing the film, Maddy
organised a private screening for the Innocence
Project New York office. She was so moved by the
film that she began collaborating with Attorney
Ted Te, leading to the founding of the Innocence
Project Philippines Network in December 2012,
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Today the IPPN is launching in Colleges of
Law across the Philippines and recruiting
students in an active development phase.

Dr Cora de Ungria of the DNA Analysis
Laboratory at the University of the Philippines,
the main instigator of IP in the Philippines
states, “We have been trying to find ways

to start an Innocence Project since 1999

after the execution of Leo Echegaray....

some people listened while others did not.
This film was so compelling that one can no
longer turn one's face away from reality.”

Going forward the team will be able to

measure the number of students enrolled in

the Innocence Project Philippines Network
(IPPN) and in the number of cases investigated,
as Give Up Tomorrow inspires students

and new related media is developed.

Fragmented human rights groups joined forces,
with real, concrete gains for thier campaign that
will be long-lasting, as the film becomes part of
a higher education curricular innovation in the
Philippines, to help strengthen judicial and media
reform from the ground up.

CAMPAIGN PARTNERS

Fair Trials International, Reprieve and
Amnesty International use the film to lobby
for Paco’s pardon. Commission Against the
Death Penalty, The Innocence Project, and
many anti death penalty NGOs use the film
to campaign against the death penalty.
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The filmmakers have very effectively
created a political campaign across
borders, channelling public feeling
generated by the film towards concrete
political goals. Already the campaign has
done much to improve Paco’s quality of
life and they have managed this through
their own personal energy in partnership

with other NGOs, on modest resources.

A long term legacy of the campaign in the
form of the Innocence Project Philippines

Network will address the systemic roots of
injustice in that country for years to come.



12

MICHAEL COLLINS is an Emmy®
nominated filmmaker, devoted
meditator, and founder of Thoughtful
Robot, a production company based in
NYC committed to crafting compelling
social justice films that galvanize
change.  Michael's short film Gerthy’s
Roots, shot on location in Haiti and made
possible by the Mandela Day Tribeca All
Access Award, won the Belief Matters
Award and was selected for the Media that
Matters collection. Give Up Tomorrow, his
documentary feature film seven years in
the making, premiered at the 2011 Tribeca
Film Festival and won the Audience Award
and a Special Jury Prize for Best New
Director. The film went on to screen in
over 70 festivals in 35+ countries, winning
18 major awards including seven Audience
Awards, four Human Rights Awards and
the Activism Award at Michael Moore's
Traverse City Film Festival.

MARTY SYJUCO is a multi-awarded
producer whose dreams came true with
an Emmy® nomination for Qutstanding
Investigative Journalism. Originally from
the Philippines, he moved to NYC to pursue
his passion: documentary filmmaking. In
2005, he produced the one-hour film
Atrapado en la Injusticia (Caught in an
Injustice) broadcast on Spanish national
television. The evolution of the story and
the reception and acclaim spurred him
to expand the short into a feature-length
documentary, Give Up Tomorrow, about an
innocent young man sentenced to death in
the Philippines. To this Give Up Tomorrow
has been broadcast in nine territories,
including BBC, Canal+ and PBS, as part of
POV's 25th anniversary season.
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Winner, Heineken Audience Award, Tribeca Film Festival 2011
Winner, Special Jury Prize for Best New Director, Tribeca Film Festival 2011
Winner, Audience Award, Sheffield Doc/Fest 2011
Winner, Activism Award, Traverse City Film Festival 2011
Winner, Audience Award, Antenna Sydney Film Festival 2011
Winner, Audience Award, Valencia Human Rights Film Festival 2011
Winner, Best Documentary, Anchorage International Film Festival 2011
Winner, Human Rights Award, Docs Barcelona Film Festival 2012
Winner, Editing Award, Salem Film Festival 2012
Winner, Audience Award, Movies That Matter Festival The Hague 2012
Winner, Audience Award, San Sebastian Human Rights Festival 2012
Winner, Human Rights Award, Los Angeles Asian Pacific Festival 2012
Winner, Audience Award, Los Angeles Asian Pacific Festival 2012
Winner, Human Rights Award, Galway Film Fledh 2012
Winner, Special Jury Award, DMZ Korean Film Festival 2012
Winner, Best Documentary, National Film Society 2012
Winner, Ani ng Dangal (Harvest of Honors) Award 2012
NOMINATIONS:
Outstanding Investigative Journalism, Emmy Awards 2012
Best Newcomer, Grierson Awards 2011
Audience Choice Prize, Cinema Eye Honors 2012
Amnesty International’s Media Awards Nomination for Documentary 2012

INPUT Selection for Highlights of Public Media, EI Salvador 2013

FREE PACO NOW CAMPAIGN TEAM:

Michael Collins Anna Morris
Marty Syjuco Stephanie Beesly
Carmen Vicencio Ria Limjap
Tracy Fleischman Carlos Celdran
Lisa Smithline Rica Villalon
Sara Kiener Racqui Garcia
Tatat Cardona Chona Lopez
Maisha Ortoll Loida Lewis
Sarah de Mas Carissa Villacorta

Faisal Saifee



Give abused and m,-glene-d
children a voice.

HIOME Lo BPORTE LIFESTYLE ENTERTAINMENT BUSMNESS TECHMOLINGY DPINIOH GLOBAL HATION

ETMTORIAL COLENETE TALK OF THE TOWS VIEWPOMTS

m Asin siccks mussd on US Qovemmen: shiisown

Bali Hotel Discounts
Gart Instaing Condmmaton, S LUp To TH%. Book Mow!

Ads by Googin
- Want to get into
‘Give Up Tomorrow’ shape this summer?

By Ring Jimanaz-Duvid
F'Mux.lre Dul‘.- I1q.lr|.-f

w0 O~ G EE e B 0

A5 the open forim following the Phiipping premisns of "Give Up Tomomos™ was winding down, A young man
slogd Trom Fis aeal and made his way (owand & m = A baking a keok & him gasped
in recognition. ®It's Hubert Webb!® my seaimale whispered, and indeed it was one of the monp famous. ox-
privcrmns of meadd limes

INOIUIRER. reist

Webb, for those who've Torgotien, was imprsonad for 16 years al the Mew Bilibd Prison, coricled along Pilkas 176558

with fiva eaassumad for ha 1095 "izconds Maaaacm,” Whetn A malirnar and har B daughters wam killad in

Lhasir Parafaque home. In 2010, the Supreme Courd rulied with finally on Bhe case, acquitling Wbb and his HOT READS

oonccusms, And S0, pETaps mom than argons dse af the sudinnon that Sundsy mening, 'Wisbb Knisw Y

whersal b was speaking, Paving 15 yess” axpedence w5 Fe slale of the Philpgine justics aysiem, ooy | SESATEDRIES SEA I A
including the role of meda and poltics. But he kept s opinions bo Rimsel, 1. Sewy nunge

Fioad nottake
T el Paco b Murlisiups,” Wikl begin, relening 1o Paco Larstegs whoss stugghe for jualice and sl

vindfication was Ihe subject of the congpeling documentary. Expeessing appreciation for what the 1. Eatamnon gridiock and gred

BoCumenary MAKSCS when rying to do, e corcluded: "Tre East deferss is 1eting the word know what rmally 4. "D, ' maring out

haged.* B glasses a day
B. By ANy oI name

It seemed a ralher lame conchaion, especialy afler Fe rather sublly powerful exposiion of “Give Up By wny

Tomomos. ™ But thir rousing appiausn that Accompanind Webh a3 hi made his way ook (o his seat seemed Whisn misr-mAaRRQamant W Aguing and

16 axprass the sudiencs's sympathy ot jusl for Webb bl slec Tor Lamacaga; Tor anyone, for thal matter, b rasEUR Bf i ZAMBARSGA haatigas

who ends up paying the pice for a miscamage of justice which takes place astonishingly Trequently in this 1. A Tripall Agresmant inside siory

Eounery 5. Piork Barcel 8 hrowhack I Manns” marial liw
10, Astaplancs

Frands irem Catu, svan whia [ha iAAl of LAFs®aga nd his ssaccuned was gorg on, sandaidsd lo bang
Qo by the case. OF course, thy 168 sympathy Tor Thibma and Dionisio Chiorg, who los1 this daughlen
Jory and Jackin whon thiy dsappoamd one miny right in 1897

Bul they alio krew Mamgol Larafaga, mother of Paco, one of the mone prominent suspects amested for the

kidrap-murder of tho Chiong sishers. "She has abways been lowkey and supportive of chil society causes,” o -t
rocalid ore ol my Iiands of Margel, who Bslongs b ke poilically influntisl Dameda can of ek and i o
marmied b & feemir paltad. Chuthu Lamafaga, & Spanish clizen. mm“ e

BOOR HERE

Indapd, ara of Bhe mom anduring theenes of tha covamgn of erima in tha Philppinea i thal ol & Aeh,

infugntial man or group of maan) who takes advantage of his socal cachel and political influence 1o commil

A crim of crimns, confident of geiting mamy scol-tma with the heip of Reavywisght relatives and friencs of HORDSCOPE
tha farmily.

Fraen dha Magge dela Piva rape case o the Vicconds, Hultman ard Chiong kilings, locus has invanably
beon throswn on the personalites of the aooused, and the interocking thes of wealth, politics and connections
Ihal wirvn an profeclive rela. Which may saplan why, in any cass whees aciorm of prominect failiss ans
Iewclvid, gublic sympathy and medfia oowerage iwvanably fall on the viclird, whe ane presumed bo Be - Cbama says he adires pontiffs
ambimdiad in B David and Godialih® hatile

i

inclesiv st
= chesarer piciure
= Mo raiding, B and row

Bul 3 "Give Up TOMOmow" shows, SOmedimes, we may resd bo question, il not abandon this kneas-jenk = Megan Young and the detestable 5K
analysis, even ¥ our ratural sympatfies aee for the undendag, and our sense of justice i3 arused By whal & 3 former sbone Securily peronnel
appears 1o bo a ralleading of inpastice. changed for shoppar's dnath

Director Michasl Collins and priducer Mary Syjece (who i a distan relalive by markage o lhe Lars®agas )
Spent Mone than Seven yeans working on the Sim, ther firsl. "We wene approachad by the witresses,” Collng
racpla of tha ima Shey decidad 1o thick on The prejast, mdaming 1o claeemateg of Larsfaga ab tha Canlar Tor
Culinary Mg [CCA) in Quezar Cily. Sams of thass cliaamalsa wens sila ba teatiy thel Pacs was with tham
in class on the day of he cime, and even had pholos o show Fal he wis with Bem in @ bar on the righl
thir Chiong sistoem dis d. Litimatety, h . hasir bestimony was disrmgancied

e wers mading e cpanaling handbook of he camen on the Night to Manda,” e pair alia corfeaasd,
adding that they Fad no idea of the eutent of commiment their project demanded. They would visit Mania
Frwa limes v all, They mcalled, conducling mens Ban 100 inlerdiswa. Thay included Thelme Chiong, “whe
wanded bo air Fed sidid, " but nol David Rusia, thi "star witress® whio clalsned 10 have bien pad of the group of
RCouRad and humed sbate wineas, sthough Tellow detainess 1astity thal Fe wes tofumd indo condesging
e searched for him evenywhers and even wenl 1o his home in Bohol, But he seems 1o heve doappeansd,
Syjaco said

Pasen & Rooes
FASDO DE ROCES Gy Wirg mada
M sy Hamashoica itarts

"Eive Up Tomomow” s taken from an inbervlos with Paco who sakd that his maln facikc of survkeal whil In

privery wan lrving diry ba clay, “werrying enly sboul how | s geing B aurdve thal day” Hae lold Ba ST e oo et 00000
companions, ha sakd. 1o "give up lomomow,” and concentrabe on Fving only Tor the momant. Proparty For Laass
FREMIFUM OFFICE E¥iag motnr wih
. ol joe L b Torraie comort roem
It asams A moal crssl aviaberes, But | supeean i woks Tor Pacs, wha b Bhis day apanch Rie deys inoa L cubicies Cick kars ko
Sparish il alter winding extradition, though ha cannot yet win parsle unlil h admils his guill. [Syjuco sad Geinie
thiry moantly Moy wind that the Spanish couns wisne rasdy B0 wnive this equimmon. ) Propemiss For Sake
BAEKTVILLE W Pop i 15 Timd rogulishle
. ™ Cicii hers v detalls and
Bul orfinary Filigings, who have sel heir rools in s counlry, carnol But send ol fenddls of hope and ey

optimism, il only b0 survive the daily iibulafions we ane Subjoct bo. This is wihy “Gae Up Tomorms” et me We Are Hring!
wnry s alrangely deplutnd. The movis's thame may bave baen “pucked from the beadiees,” bul ey
any Hremes we choodd to push 1o the Back of our minds. if only bo erable us 1o mowe on and funclion in this

PRTPIEPPEN
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Putting Philippine Justice on Trial
‘Give Up Tomorrow, Directed by Michael Collins

Paes L, e Bt buir, i1 scwrm Froee Bhe iz tary “Oivm U Tosereow.”

The miscarriage of justioe resonnted in 2Cive Up Tomoreow,” filmed i sacrnoos
over six years, |8 so comprehensive as to be disorienting, Pace W TWTTER

Larvafiaga, o Filipino-Spanish stadent from a privileged family who
s oonvicted in 2159 as the nngleader of a 1947 double murder and
rape of bwo sisters in the Fhilippines, was, for starters, miles swayon ) *F

§ oooGiEs

0 different island when thi crimes took place, necording, to 35 ] FUAR
Wil e, [ s

This patiently linear documentany B rawr
from Mickasl Celling chronicles the jaw-dropping details of Mr., B merawrs
Larrafiaga’s arrest and trial after the deaths of Marijoy and =
Jacqueling Chiong. We letm of a surprise witness for the prosecation ﬁmﬁﬁ
who confessed after reportedly being torured and of unwsaal m:;l;rt T::::

burenucratic involvement by the president of the country at the time,

Joseph Esrada, whese personal secretary was a sister of the vietims"

mathie. (Mr, Colling’s producer is related through marriage to Mr, Larmaoga.) The
corruplion of the nvestigation and the ensuing trial wis considened so dire that Spain and
the United Matons Human Rights Committe: agreed to take action.

The parade of fresh cutrages, reconnted by Mr. Larrafiaga's family and through
bewilderingly pervasive camera coverage (including grisly erime seene photos), has a dual
effect. 1t makes "Give Up Tomarrow® hand to tuen away from first of all And alse, cul of
the police and trial proceedings, sensational news media coverage and political
maneuverings, 0 nsvaling, eelturally specific snapshot of the Fhilippines emerges < albei)
taken from ts worst side, hobbled by legacies of its colonial past and the continued strife
of the: present.

That i5 why Mr. Collinss treatment. though jam packed, Jeaves one itching to understand
maore aboul the bigger picture and the politienl and socin] connections involwed.

Give Up Tomorrow
Crpeavedd on Friday in Manhartan,

Directed by Michael Colling; director of photography, Joshaa Welnstein; edited by Erde
Metzgar) muasic by Adam Crystal; preduced by Marty Syjuco; released by Thoughtful
Robat, Al the Producess Club IndieHouse, 358 West qqth Street. In English, Spanish,
Ceboano and Tagalog, with English subtitles. Running time: 1 hour 35 minutes. This film
is mot rated,
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Did justice sleep? =~ I BEREAKING
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China Cpon quars
Madal wim

LoBezn lops MEWS

Rrsby hafed 1t

b by Arnl &

A o months 2o, Py brobher wirs tatking suciledly about 4 file called Give Up Tomomow whith has woe

" BWARE Eviraad — 16 b5 B axan] — End how 1 dapicln tra wad winie of sur Prilppea juies
syalem

Erom bopnning to ond, | s in shotk. How oo
Aukact of (ha fil= wha was sceuss of mps and ol Sl
1 I proon = Pas 8 swagger, & “bed boy image.” bul one can't convict
tased on that, How can @ peeson Commit & crime wheon thiee anp 40 syawiingsses thal say he was in

Quirer Cily whisn the Eximm wens Rappeeing i Cebu®

n e decison of the Reg | o, Ehe Tale Judges

*or Paco 1o hawe beken o piveso piane 1o Coby ang then: fown back in ime to take his exams in Guezon

730 i ket reming. Hub'® B Paco v riclly b, why

'l ha just s rapad Eofeoes in
1e? Or Ouiaon City? Why would P By all B way 86 Cabil bo rages Somidons, Thite hie in The mving

3 s, How can & be venli

in sy of Bha cracifnsd

Fr &

et ke, €
e 3w Paco al f ning r abains of Bredr school in
2 i IRa axRss Tiene that PRos waa slisgadly in Cabu, asss
wilress. | like to think tell ff sormeorce is Hying o nol rrons often than rol, | can! And
d n. | also mit PRcO's pamnis, They seomod such docort pecpin. And Paco's
| — revy potdtusin, aba's & awesslFan
dedarias 4 doath

wit Brewd 3 cold-Bloaded

gD a0 SN0 L: Jnt ¢ Trioky Sroomational, A=ty

ritwnatenal Rugrav, (b Eump hcem srm wrbima! pralansoni vl rothing

frony defending Paco. Thay &l say that the Suprome oot decsion was Mawod Hovwteer She

rvantgation by lagal sapats faem intemalionsd grops wis Comolpaly ignomd e
BRI

Wehal was plho L g B oo o Bl M s

sk 4 Laatity paingd hes Bose, who wis under inves

tr Wi foatifiad aganed thiv Alaged on.

umstances. S0 one bagina o worde:
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Tha DFing Tamiy nisscled o werl Bt i
That's. undarstandabla. Hirsdnoer, & ons [00ks o 1hi
cimumsinncas, it saeme that thay have choean ths
wrery paraen, In conlrasl, Senaltd Senm Carmeda
w3 in ihe guditonum when | walched she fim. The
ke of Phca inhis frd

= ot involv hirieadf in the procendings o th

Faco was Tound innooent, | wiiid nob be minconsinesd that iF was dum (o his nlefesncn

v imkuss, | becars cun ol Ao m sogry o fha Sopneme
decisdon Aco J o Bhe ool decision Thivg sane over 20 pereculion wiresses
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2z The "Paco case" is all the rage in
Manila

A B Gy EaORDS

L LR

[ Line farnsnna micommans ga, Soyis b prosries

illncommander | ) Bewrpnr
o8 iy

A documantary film an whal may ba the mos! iGoric miscamage of justics Exas
ragd in thar Philpganes archipolagd, Cinemas in Marila and Coba, whare it &
began, b come this week almost full of spectators. And columnsts in the national
pre=s did ther honey this temible slory: @ young man ramed Faco Lamanaga,
Hispano-Phiippine aged 24, conviciad in 1999 and senbenced to e imprisanmand
for hix invobrement in rape meeling and murder of teo young girls, Chiong sisbens,

Tha fim seeks 1o demonsirate convincingly 1hal thene s no avidanca ihal thesa
¢ Girs hanve been kidnapped, or even thal they have bean rsped and kilied .., And
Y conciudes that thir innocence of Paco, that the poerson has nver ceased b
prociam thess years of hormar in prison, In van.

Michaed Cofing, New York director and Marly Syjuco, Phippne producer aigo
lvinyg in Mew York « and wha has famdy tes with the accused, which detract from
ther mers of the fil - titted theer documentary Give Up Tomamow [~ Fofget
Tormorrow ") in refenence to.a comment by Paco filtesn years, [ is sak avery day
Resists today think only the immeatale, alow yoursell e Bme o crack
oo,

Thie fim ia tha reeull of an irvesiigation that lasied seven yaars. DUt thans & yaar
ard @ hatf in the United Siates g in Spain, e has aleady won aix prces. Ma ..

Arenna 1o B full srticls s protssted
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Documentary inspires campaign to overturn
wrongful convictions

Tha

oy and raps of beo wodmen

il ballavad they 'ware le

one

Agoace France-Proass in Manila iy, 77 Jorary 3, T

B SHARE
oA o
fux o

2 g

B Ee Tk e

Marty Syjuos's docurmniiey onoems o suspomid mistamage of psiom. Phoi: AER

RELATED TOPICE
A gripping documentary about o wealihy, yourg man sentenced (o deatn for

The Pl izpines
tha rage and rrder of teo sieters has catahsed @ movemenl 0 expose

Dozurmaninny Fim
wronghul convichions in the Philpaines. ¥

Juthta

The award-winning Ghve Ui Tomovrow fotlows Francisce Juan Laranaga as PApe
e s irensformaed from a carefree, culnary ars sbedent inte one of the
natian's most wiifind and hated poople whose adult B & iost behind bars @ RELATED ARTICLES

Thia GOGIMErany presems 8 compeling case hal cormupt authorties framed  Taiwan vows 1o
Lamranaga. ihen agad 18, and six other woung men for e 1857 rape and protect Filipinos
mardes of e two Sisiers in the conaral Phikppine oy of Cebu Trom aitacks

0 May 103
*This was a syshemalic falure of the puslice system, ard of seciety,” the
produser of the filn, Masty Syjuso, wha is felated by marsage 1o Laranaga  On a wing and a

Eald aftar 4 ssraaning of tha mavis m he Prliapines recantly. prayer
13 i 513
“Hes didr} siand o chance from day one. Thers was ng presimpton of
innocenan, From the flime he was arrosted and paraded for o media e Travel Review: The
wat alrnady judged guilty by the putikc® Farm at San Benito
Thaa kilmgs of Jecguatne and Marjey Chicng. ages 23 and 21, nggened bk
publis outrage aoross thie Cathabe ration Hirhels, Janunry 3
2617
Unger erormous polical pressune from o aushonlies 0 Guealy resoia tha 3 dar 2043
Jaa0

CoEe, pobcw accused Larranaga of being she rng-leader of & gang thal

abducted, raped and kifed e {:P‘LI"IQ‘. H-a:n.'ﬁ:mp, an domestis

halp

M 0T

Herveranr, dogmens of winpsses sad Larmnaga was in Mania, tho nabon's
capdal, S50 olgmatnes avary, al the lima of the abductions and murdens. He
ahways mmintaned e had neoer befors mel b co-acoused

The comumoniary shaws now o naton's madia accopied h polico
Account as fact and incited hatrod against LarrAraga, a mamber of & rich
Flipino-Spanish family who had sater been placed an & polics watch it for
NG Crifis

Alter months of ematonally changed hearings that the UN Human Rights
Comemission woildd later describe 85 an “unfair” rial, the judge prasiding over
\hser ciacse Toind Uhie savan guity.

Larranaga ard the olhars appealsd (ha cormdaction. Bul e coumin’s Righest
judicial body, the Supramsa Cour, instead raisad ther [ife sanbances io death
by ledhad irpection

After ning yaans in Al Laranaga's first appanent piece of ek occurred in
2006 when the PRlippines abolished the death penalty,

Lamranaga was extradind 1o Span n 2009, Bul, acearding o (he
dooumardary, aulhoribes here would only rocuce his sontonon and rekinse
him cn parak if he admitbed b guil

The cocumaniary encs with Laranaga sayng e woukd nal agmi o
samithing he had never dene, avan i i maeant hie had B spend th resl af
his 4 in gl

Whele the documentary Coes not soel 10 sobe 1he case of who murdered the
sis0ars, I shows that when they wenl missing heir Tamner was about 1o testify
in & case against an akeped cnug ond for whom he worked,

& Most Popular

VIEWTD aHAmMED COMMENTTD

1 HEKU drops over 2o places in Times
Higher Education world league table

2 L Ka-shing to efffoad mare Hong Kong
assets for Burope telecom purchases

New Chinese tourisin rules promise
politer visitors, but wall they work?

4 Fawer shoppers among flood of
mainianders vigiting Hong Kong for
‘golden weel holiday

5 US$450 million Warner Brothers
movie-making deal eyes China

® We recommend
NEWS
Chinose doctar buikds

W 0SE O [man's
forehcad

COMMENT

Appalled by school
prpsla’ behavicur

BUNINEER
Sun Hung Kai Financial
kastles for sick cienis

bordes of miEbehaving
Chinose toerisis

] MEws
3 Chinose secial media
pelebrity Lis Chad, 24,
B diesof keukaemia

: [ Ly

LIFEETYLE
hang Jingehu's film
relus take her all ever
the waorld

e 34

carmesT
Zingapore's leadership
Ayl wan't work in

Hing Eang

HEWE
Mather loft her adopted
damghtor ta die autaide
in cold

£y




